Mgths of Creation & the Rise of Zeus

LVV4UI - Grade 12 Classical Civilization - Mr. A. Wittmann
Unit 2 — Lecture 2
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eHesiod, "”heogong (c.800 BC)

*Also a cosmogony

| +Evolution of the Physical universe
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- «Evolution of the human culture/ civilization

‘ sSuccessions O{: generations O{: gOClS

o) Uranus 2) Titans 3) Olgmpians
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Erebus Aether
VX Hemera

Moerae Nemesis

Uranus
Mountains
Pontus
Erinyes®
Giants™

+ Typhoeus
Tartarus

Eros

*From blood of Uranus that fell on Gaea.

CHART 4.1 The First Generation of Gods




Gaea + Uranus =———= Aphrodite
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12 Titans, including  Cyclopes (“round-eyes”) Hecatonchires

Rhea (“hundred-

Cronus handers”)
Oceanus

CHART 4.2 The Offspring of Gaea and Uranus




(Gaea & Uranus

Cronus & Rhea Hyperion & Theia  Coeus & Phoecbe  Tapetus & Clymene Oceanus & Tethys  Themis Mnemosyne

L!to * H ! ates ;\'hllses

Helios Selene  Eos Promethcus Epimetheus Atlas Pleone Metis

Hestia Zeus Demeter [lades Hera  Poseidon
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Y4%  Uranug/Cronos/2eus

Gaea/Rhea/Hera
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Eggptian Nut (female) and Geb (male)
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Cronus vs. Uranus

CRONUS VS. URANUS BY ALFONSOMONTERO

AAHH!! OF ALL THE THINGS YOU COULD
HAVE CUT, WHY THOSE!?!?

MOM TOLD ME TO .

® o

WWW.BITSTRIPS.COM

Castration of Cronus
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PSEC ronus = Time

) 'f:temal sexual embrace
f + (ranus stumcﬁng newlg born Titans back into Gaea

+ Cronus, the goungest, castrates Uranus with a sickle

+ Blood from the severed genitals becomes the ‘Eringes Vi |

Furies (Female chthonic deities of blood Vengeance)

2 Separation of t]*xe Vi Primal elements NOW Permeaﬂt

!
)

-+ Unverse taking?orm
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° APhrodite sPrings up from the “foam” at Cgthera
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Sandro Botticelli (1468)
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Cronus + Rhea Uranus

Leto + Zeus + Metis Hera + Zeus + Maia Poseidon Demeter Hades Hestia Aphrodite + Ares

Apollo Hephaestus Hermes Phobos (“panic”)

Artemis Deimos (“fear”)
Ares Harmonia(*harmony”)
Hebé (“youth”) Eros (“sexual
Eileithyia desire”)

CHART 6.1 The Twelve Olympians




Goga

———-——:.—-ﬁv-“mww; —— g -




e T —EP——

e —— e

18



- ———————— - -

Titanomachg & Tgphoeus

Titanomaclﬁy

. Olgmpians vs. Titans

» Thetis & Prometheus

» Defeats titans and locks them up in Tartarus
Tgphoc—:us attacks Mt. Olgmpus, theg flee to E’ggl:)t
Giantomachg

Anthro omor hic /eus subc]ues nature
2 =
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Themes

» Found in Sumerian, Babglonian, Hittite, Eggptian, Persian, Hindu mgths

* heiros £amos: how nature & the COSmos Function

* Succession mgth of b, generation of gocls
» Natural evolution: from abstract to more concrete
+ Human evolution: gocls/humans more civilized
» Cultural evolution: new groups clominating older groups

* Patriarchal lnclo~E‘uroPean Greek culture over matriarchal

Pre~Gree|< culture.

* Dragon & giant motif = human civilization conquers forces of nature
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